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lonians took ship across the sea and appeared in Cyp-
rus and gave their dialect to the island. With this
same succession of invasions and the resulting mig-
rations must be associated the great wandering of
the Philistines and their allies, perhaps from Crete,
themselves driven out probably by Achaians. This
horde overran Palestine and were stopped on the
borders of Egypt by Rameses III. They were later
absorbed in the Semitic population after a short spell
of independent colonization of Canaan and the eas-
tern mainland of the Mediterranean. The traditional
date of the Trojan War according to the Parian Chro-
nicle is 1194-1184 B. c. and it accords admirably with
the known date of the war of Rameses III with the
Philistines, about 1196 B. c. These restless move-
ments and migratory wars of the tribes all along the
south-eastern Europe and south-western Asia are
reflected in the Egyptian records. "The isles were
restless:'5 they say, "disturbed among themselves.35
Usually the introduction of iron in Greece is as-
cribed to the Thesprotian invasion. The invaders
came ultimately from the region of Danube where
iron was in use. Their easy victory over the Achaians,
who had originally lived in Thessaly and learnt the
use of metal from the Aegeans, was incidental to the
use of iron which became universal when the up-
rooted Achaians moved to the south and diffused their
knowledge of the new metal there. The new metal
reached even the north coast of Crete and we know
from the discovery at Mouliana that for a time both
bronze and iron were used side by side, while the
old Aegean culture was disappearing. The invasion
threw the entire civilization and the cities into con-
fusion. The ancient Minoan cities had no defences
and were soon abandoned and their population fled
to fastnesses in the hills. Pirates infested the seas
and their coasts and life everywhere in that region
became insecure. It was about this time that the
Phoenician traders made their first appearance on